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USF Research Council 
 

Meeting Minutes 
October 9, 2023 

 
 

Present: John Adams (Past Chair), Ponrathi Athilingam, Feng Cheng, Elizabeth Hadley, Ganesh Halade, 
Richard Heller (Chair), James Leahy, Mark Luther, Kristian Lynch, Taryn Sabia, Emily Shaffer-Hudkins,  
Kersuze Simeon-Jones, David Simmons (Vice-Chair), Marilyn Stern, Jenny Qin 
 
Absent: Kelli Barr, Kristina Schmidt 
 
Also Attending: Eddie Aikins, Keith Anderson, Judi Dorn, Timothy Fawcett, Saundra Johnson Austin, 
Eric Kern, Tina Lucas, Mark McLaughlin, Rex Philpot, Omar Shaheen, Ben Shnitser, Steven Tauber, 
Sylvia Thomas, Deena Vanderbosch 

Call to Order 
Dr. Richard Heller (Chair), called the meeting of the USF Research Council to order at 12:30 p.m. on October 9, 
2023, in-person at the VP of Research Multi-Purpose Room and via Microsoft Teams.  

Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting 
The September 11, 2023, minutes were approved as presented. 
 
Research Computing 
Dr. Sylvia Thomas, Interim VP of Research & Innovation opened the discussion and requested an update from 
Central IT




