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Reducing Medicare Expenses with Hearing Coverage

SUMMARY

Currently, hearing care services are not covered
by Medicare, so for older adults, the high out-
of-pocket expenses drive people to avoid using
them. Despite the consistent research observing
that good hearing health reduces healthcare
expenses by removing the undo excessive
burden of hearing impairment on
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Progress has been made in curbing this cost
by addressing the most expensive hearing
care aspect. A hearing aid can only be
purchased through a licensed audiologist and is
only paid for out-of-pocket.® However, the
115th United States Congress passed the Over-
the-Counter Hearing Aid Act of 2017 (OTC
Hearing Aid Act), introduced in the U.S. House
of Representatives by Representative Joe
Kennedy Il (D-MA) and in the U.S. Senate by



REFERENCES

1.

10.

11.

Willink A, Reed NS, Lin FR. Cost-Benefit Analysis of Hearing Care Services: What Is It Worth to Medicare? J Am Geriatr
Soc. 2019;67:784-789.

Arnold ML, Hyer K, Small BJ, Chisolm T, Saunders GH, McEvoy CL, et al. Hearing Aid Prevalence and Factors Related to
Use Among Older Adults From the Hispanic Community Health Study/Study of Latinos. JAMA Otolaryngol Head Neck
Surg. 2019;145:501-508.

Mamo SK, Reed NS, Price C, Occhipinti D, Pletnikova A, Lin FR, et al. Hearing Loss Treatment in Older Adults With
Cognitive Impairment: A Systematic Review. J Speech Lang Hear Res. 2018;61:2589-2603.

Reed NS, Altan A, Deal JA, Yeh C, Kravetz AD, Wallhagen M, et al. Trends in Health Care Costs and Utilization Associated
With Untreated Hearing Loss Over 10 Years. JAMA Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg. 2019;145:24-34.

Simpson AN, Simpson KN, Dubno JR. Healthcare Costs for Insured Older U.S. Adults with Hearing Loss. J Am Geriatr Soc.
2018;66:1546-1552.

Willink A, Schoen C, Davis K. How Medicare Could Provide Dental, Vision, and Hearing Care for Beneficiaries. The
Common Wealth Fund. January 2018.

Genther DJ, Betz J, Pratt S, Martin KR, Harris TB, Satterfield S, et al. Association Between Hearing Impairment and Risk of
Hospitalization in Older Adults. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2015;63:1146-1152.

Deal JA, Reed NS, Kravetz AD, Weinreich H, Yeh C, Lin FR, et al. Incident Hearing Loss and Comorbidity: A Longitudinal
Administrative Claims Study. JAMA otolaryngology-- head & neck surgery. 2019;145:36-43.

Goman, A. M., Reed, N. S., & Lin, F. R. (2017). Addressing estimated hearing loss in adults in 2060. JAMA Otolaryngology -
Head and Neck Surgery. American Medical Association. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamaot0.2016.4642

Chien, W., & Lin, F. R. (2012). Prevalence of hearing aid use among older adults in the United States. Arch Intern Med,
172(3), 292-293. https://doi.org/10.1001/archinternmed.2011.1408

Lin, f., Niparko, J., Ferrucci, L. (2011). Hearing loss prevalence in the United States. Arch Intern Med, 171(20)
doi:10.1002/gps.2627



https://doi.org/10.1001/jamaoto.2016.4642

