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Tampa tends to land on two kinds of lists these days. The first is
the fun quality-of-life rankings of most U.S. metros: best places
to retire; best cities for staycations; best cities for celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day. The second is the scary hurricane list [where]
Tampa’s worst-in-the-nation vulnerability to hurricane-driven
storm surge made news a year ago and again in June.

—Richard Danielson, Tampa Bay Times (2016)

The Urgency of Now

Record floods, wildfires, heatwaves, intense thunderstorms, and sea level rise across the world prove that the
climate crisis is no longer a vague or distant concept. The University of South Florida (USF) which is the size of a
medium U.S. city will have toifioofannually) from sea level rise and extreme

weather events. Located in one of the fast-growing city-regions in the U.S., the entire USF community is exposed



promote sustainable business models, products, and services for the university and community (e.g., adding
solar, switching to electric vehicles, measuring greenhouse gas output and waste streams, etc.) and facilitating
how to commercialize them on behalf of community empowerment. USF can also encourage students to
promote environmental, social, and economic sustainability in their personal and professional lives through
either core or capstone environmental literacy courses in the undergraduate general curriculum. Such courses
would ensure that students, who include many decision-makers of



