
Department of Humanities & Cultural Studies 
Undergraduate Courses 

 

Fall 2024 

AMS 2270: 20th-Century American Culture 

This course fulfills USF’s Ethical Reasoning and Civic Engagement (ERCE) General Education 
Requirement. We examine contemporary issues facing American society and analyze their sources in the 
American cultural past. Students in groups do a civic-engagement activity of their own design. 

AMS 3930: Jazz and Civil Rights 
This course will look at jazz and its history through the ways it shaped and was shaped by racial thinking. In 
particular, we will consider how jazz came to signify different conceptions of blackness and whiteness. 
We will combine a close-understanding of jazz musical practices—its unique artistry—with the social 
meanings that circulated. 

AMS 4930: Burlesque 



HUM 1020: Introduction to the Humanities (Online & F2F)  

This course introduces students to interdisciplinary cultural studies by looking at different art forms and 
how they have been shaped by their various social contexts.  

HUM 2230: Renaissance ϳ 20th Century (Online) 
Students are exposed to the creative expressions and cultural products of western European societies in 
order not only to determine the past’s values, beliefs, and concerns, but also to enrich our own spirits, 
imaginations, and intellects. 

HUM 2250: The Twentieth Century (Online) 

Analyses of selected works of twentieth century art, including films, paintings, music, and literature, in the 
context of major political, social, and economic events, such as war, depression, totalitarianism, and 
technological change. 

HUM 2593: Science in Cultural Context (Online)  
This course is an introduction to science studies, where students will engage with scientific texts and 
consider their production from a variety of historical, philosophical, and cultural views. 

HUM 323











This course rethinks conventional oppositions between experimental and documentary cinema by 
exploring their aesthetics, histories, and dominant theories. 

HUM 1020: Introduction to the Humanities (Online & F2F)  





HUM 1020: Introduction to the Humanities (Online & F2F)  

This course introduces students to interdisciplinary cultural studies by looking at different art forms and 
how they have been shaped by their various social contexts. 

FIL 4832: Horror Film 
This course investigates the American horror film’s main currents and multiple variations, including its 





This course introduces students to interdisciplinary cultural studies by looking at different art forms and 
how they have been shaped by their various social contexts. 

HUM 2230: Renaissance ϳ 20th Century 
Students are exposed to the creative expressions and cultural products of western European societies in 
order not only to determine the past’s values, beliefs, and concerns, but also to enrich our own spirits, 
imaginations, and intellects. 

HUM 2593: Science in Cultural Context 
This course is an introduction to science studies, where students will engage with scientific texts and 
consider their production from a variety of historical, philosophical, and cultural views. 

HUM 3804: Cultural Studies Theory and Method  
This course acquaints students with the most important theories and methods in the field of cultural 



HUM 2593: Science in Cultural Context 
This course is an introduction to science studies, where students will engage with scientific texts and 
consider their production from a variety of historical, philosophical, and cultural views. 

HUM 2250: The Twentieth Century 

Analyses of selected works of twentieth century art, including films, paintings, music, and literature, in the 
context of major political, social, and economic events, such as war, depression, totalitarianism, and 
technological change. 

 

Spring 2021 

AMS 4804: About Face in the U.S. 

Course uses contemporary issues around identity and power to explore American culture, past and 
present. Topic varies. 

HUM 1020: Introduction to the Humanities (Online & F2F)  

This course introduces students to interdisciplinary cultural studies by looking at different art forms and 
how they have been shaped by their various social contexts. 

HUM 2250: The Twentieth Century 

Analyses of selected works of twentieth century art, including films, paintings, music, and literature, in the 
context of major political, social, and economic events, such as war, depression, totalitarianism, and 
technological change. 

HUM 2593: Science in Cultural Context 
This course is an introduction to science studies, where students will engage with scientific texts and 
consider their production from a variety of historical, philosophical, and cultural views. 

HUM 2522: Introduction to the Cultural Study of Popular Music 

An interdisciplinary examination of popular music traditions as they affect race, class, gender, and interact 
with commerce, technology, and politics. Students will combine critical listening with history and cultural 
analysis.   

HUM 3237: The Seventeenth Century 

An examination of the development of the art and culture of the Baroque Period, roughly the 17 th century, 
focusing on primary texts and images. Themes will include mysticism, sensuality, rationalism, science, 
absolutism, and liberty. 

HUM 3240: Early Christian Cultures 



This course examines early Christianity as a religious, social, and cultural phenomenon. Topics include 
new literary and artistic forms; religious conversion; and Christian ideals of martyrdom, virginity, 
monasticism, and sainthood. 

HUM 3241: The Enlightenment 

This is a course on the European Enlightenment, a complex cultural phenomenon of the 18th century. We 
shall explore this idea of Enlightenment through various readings from philosophy, science, politics, and 
elsewhere, in the hopes of not just understanding the history and meaning of this concept, but also how 
this idea might inform current ideas and debates. 

HUM 3804: Cultural Studies Theory and Method  
This course acquaints students with the most important theories and methods in the field of cultural 
studies, such as semiotics, feminist and postcolonial theory, affect theory, and phenomenology.   

HUM 4261: Cultural Periods and Styles 

Focuses on the relationship between a particular historical period and the cultural forms characteristic of 
it. An interdisciplinary examination of cultural texts as responding to social and political issues of the day. 
Topic varies. 

HUM 4890: Genres and Media 

This course focuses on a particular aesthetic genre or medium. Emphasis is on close readings of generic 
paradigms and how these shape social ideas and identities. Topic varies. 

HUM 4930: Shattering the Looking Glass 

This course aims to familiarize students with a variety of new forms of expression that reflect the human 
condition across time and space. Additionally, students will explore the social and cultural contexts 
surrounding the creation and interpretation of art. 

HUM 4940: Internship in Humanities 

A structured, out-of-class learning experience providing firsthand, practical training in Humanities-related 
professional careers in the community.  

 

Fall 2020 

HUM 3557: Jews, Christians, Muslims / Medieval Light on Modern Issues (Online)  
This course examines relations among Jews, Christians, and Muslims in Medieval Europe and the Middle 
East to understand the relevance of that history today. 





Spring 2020 

FIL 4831: Black American Cinema 

This course provides students with the historical and intellectual grounds of cinema made by Black 
Americans. [W]e’ll cover a broad variety of cinema, moving from the birth of cinema all the way into web 
series and digital video installations.  

HUM 1020: Introduction to the Humanities (Online & F2F)  

This course introduces students to interdisciplinary cultural studies by looking at different art forms and 
how they have been shaped by their various social contexts. 

HUM 2250: The Twentieth Century (Online) 

Analyses of selected works of twentieth century art, including films, paintings, music, and literature, in the 
context of major political, social, and economic events, such as war, depression, totalitarianism, and 
technological change. 

HUM 3804: Cultural Studies Theory and Method  
This course acquaints students with the most important theories and methods in the field of cultural 
studies, such as semiotics, feminist and postcolonial theory, affect theory, and phenomenology.   

HUM 3930: Film Noir and the Western 

In this course, we will examine two genres popular during the classical Hollywood period in order to think 
more intently about what constitutes a genre and how genre relates to larger issues of authorship, history, 
and ideology. This class examines the historical shape of both movements, articulating them through 
close readings, analysis, film theory, and genre studies.  

HUM 4931: Culture and Nationalism 

Seminar focuses on the writing of a substantial research paper in the humanities. Topic varies. 

HUM 4890: Movie Musical 

This course focuses on a particular aesthetic genre or media. Emphasis is on close readings of the media 
or genre in question, and on how media or generic paradigms shape ideas and identities. Topic varies. 

HUM 4938: Renaissance Men 

The study of an important topical issue in the Humanities. Materials representing diverse views relating to 
that issue will be read, and works of art in different media that have relevance to the debate will be 
studied. Topic varies. 

HUM 493: Ethics and Film 

This course examines contemporary ethical problems and their representation in film. 

 



Fall 2019 

AMS 4804: Digital Media & American Society 

Course uses contemporary issues around identity and power to explore American culture, past and 
present. Topic varies. 

HUM 4940: Enduring Questions in American Culture 

A structured, out-of-class learning experience providing firsthand, practical training in Humanities-related 
professional careers in the community. 

FIL 3052: Foundations of Film/New Media 



HUM 2230: Renaissance ϳ 20th Century 
Students are exposed to the creative expressions and cultural products of western European societies in 
order not only to determine the past’s values, beliefs, and concerns, but also to enrich our own spirits, 
imaginations, and intellects. 

HUM 3241: The Enlightenment 

This is a course on the European Enlightenment, a complex cultural phenomenon of the 18th century. We 
shall explore this idea of Enlightenment through various readings from philosophy, science, politics, and 
elsewhere, in the hopes of not just understanding the history and meaning of this concept, but also how 



This course introduces students to interdisciplinary cultural studies by looking at different art forms and 
how they have been shaped by their various social contexts. 

HUM 2250: The Twentieth Century  

Analyses of selected works of twentieth century art, including films, paintings, music, and literature, in the 
context of major political, social, and economic events, such as war, depression, totalitarianism, and 
technological change. 

HUM 2593: Science in Cultural Context (Online)  
This course is an introduction to science studies, where students will engage with scientific texts and 
consider their production from a variety of historical, philosophical, and cultural views. 

FIL 4308: Documentary & Experimental Film 

This course rethinks conventional oppositions between experimental and documentary cinema by 
exploring their aesthetics, histories, and dominant theories. 

 

Spring 2019 

AMS 4804: Ethics of Food Production 

This class has two main goals: first, to increase your familiarity with some of American culture’s 
most marked characteristics in the twentieth century, exposing you to people, art, and ideas that 
set the terms for some of the century’s most significant debates; and second, to increase your 
comfort exploring and adding to the insights and methodologies of scholars of the twentieth 
century. 

FIL 3077: Contemporary Film & New Media 

Offering an advanced introduction to global motion picture practice after 1959, this course explores the 
aesthetics of film and new media across various genres, movements, and national contexts. 

HUM 1020: Introduction to the Humanities (Online & F2F)  

This course introduces students to interdisciplinary cultural studies by looking at different art forms and 
how they have been shaped by their various social contexts. 

HUM 2250: The Twentieth Century  

Analyses of selected works of twentieth century art, including films, paintings, music, and literature, in the 
context of major political, social, and economic events, such as war, depression, totalitarianism, and 
technological change. 

HUM 2593: Science in Cultural Context   
This course is an introduction to science studies, where students will engage with scientific texts and 
consider their production from a variety of historical, philosophical, and cultural views. 



HUM 3240: The Early Middle Ages: Early Christian Cultures  

This course examines early Christianity as a religious, social, and cultural phenomenon. Topics include 
new literary and artistic forms; religious conversion; and Christian ideals martyrdom, virginity, 
monasticism, and sainthood. 

HUM 3241: The Enlightenment 

This is a course on the European Enlightenment, a complex cultural phenomenon of the 18th century. We 
shall explore this idea of Enlightenment through various readings from philosophy, science, politics, and 



HUM 3557: Jews, Christians, Muslims: Medieval Light on Modern Issues



 

 

 


