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Environmental Shocks and Noncognitive Development in Adolescents: In this study, I examine 
the impact of environmental shocks, such as droughts, floods, and crop failures, on the self-
esteem of children and adolescents in rural areas of India, Vietnam, Ethiopia, and Peru, using panel 
data from two rounds of the Young Lives survey. By employing a fixed effects econometric model, I 
control for unobserved heterogeneity to provide robust insights into these relationships. My findings 
reveal significant cross-country differences: in Ethiopia and Peru, self-esteem increases following 
shocks, likely due to stronger communal support systems, whereas in India and Vietnam, self-
esteem declines, reflecting the more severe impacts of these shocks or weaker economic 
resilience. These results emphasize the critical role of cultural, institutional, and socio-economic 
factors in shaping responses to environmental challenges and highlight the need for context-
sensitive policy interventions. 
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